Two-dimensional and pulsed Doppler echocardiographic abnormalities in coronary artery-pulmonary artery fistula.
We describe two patients who presented with precordial continuous murmurs which were diagnosed clinically as due to patent ductus arteriosus; however, two-dimensional echocardiographic and pulsed Doppler echocardiographic studies showed dilatation of the left main coronary artery with turbulent flow during systole in the lumen in both patients. Subsequent selective coronary angiographic studies showed bilateral coronary artery-pulmonary artery fistula in one patient and left coronary artery-pulmonary artery fistula in the other. This study illustrates that in a patient presenting with a continuous murmur which is suggestive of patent ductus arteriosus, such two-dimensional and pulsed Doppler echocardiographic findings as were seen in our patients should immediately alert the physician that he may be dealing with a case of coronary arterial fistula.